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EX-MAYOR GEORGE A. HIBBARD

herculosis Progressed With

TS re
t e

Rapidity and Heart Failed.

Mayor Fitzgerald Says He Died of

Broken Heart---Tributes.

George Albee Hibbard, ex-mayor of
Boston, died yesterday afternoon at his
home at 35 Beaumont st, Dorchester
Peacefully and painlessly dissolution
came, with his devoted wife minister-
fne to him to the end. The man who
only a few months ago was mayor of
the city had made a herolc though
brief reslstance against tuberculosls,
but the disease permeated his entire
systm and every day found him less
capalile of holding its progress In
check

Less than three weeks ago Mr Iiib-
pard heard the proncuncement of his
physician that this insidious and tena-

gressed that yesterday afteinoon the
exertion required to rise from his bed
without assistance and walk across the
room was too much for his weuakenecd
heart

The disintegration of his physical
forces had been very 1apid; jet tho
end had not been anticipated until ithe
collapse of yesterday afternoon.

i Mr Hibbard had been out of bed only
at intervals for more than a month,
and when he arose he was helped to a
steamer chair, heing permitted to sit
up only a fw hours at a time. Mis
1itbbard had been her husband’s nurse
and was rarely absent from his side.

His Heart Failed.

About 2 o’clock yesterday Mr Hibbard
yas lying in bed, and as he said he had
no immediate wants his wife left the
100m, intending to be away but a few

clous aflment had clutched him. In this:
short time the malady had so pro-!

morients, Soon after his wife's de-
parture the invalig, overestimating his
strength, arose and attempted to walk
across the room to a cabinet. He had
taken hut a few unsteady steps when
his heart failed and he fell to the floor
uncounsclous There Mrs [libbard found
him on her retutn

Dr Bdward T. Twitchell, his physician,
responded immedlately to the summons
and with the assistance of Mrs Hibbard
carried the unconscious man back to
ped Only a few moments elapyed be-
tween Mrs Hibbard's departure and re-
turn to the sick room, but in that brief
period her husband had put too heavy
a strain on his heart Dr Twitthell's
examination left little ground for hope;
disgolution was_imminent

Mr Hibbard became congefous soun
after 2:30, though he could not spevk
audxblf{. He wuas able to' lecognize his
wife, his daughters, Eleanor and Jean-
ctte, his only son, Bement, and his
nephew, Coleman Hibuard  “Che litte
greup stood about the bedside of the
mun whose coniciousness was just uc-
tive enough to enable him to appreciate
his gurroundings and to jdentify bhis
joved ones. He realized the ominous
imyort of the attack, knew that deuth

was near. He was ton weak, however,
te make more than a zign tnat he un-
derstood.

For an hourthe fluttering pulsationsg of
his heart were sufficient for him to retain
coneciousness under the  stimulan‘s,
But the end of that perfod of artificial
medns of prolonging life wers impotent
and nature, exiausted, hud its wav.
He lost contiof of fus senzes and re-
maimed in a state of comu, with lite
sl’rm;’ly ebbing until 4.20, when he ex-
plied.

tH for More Than a Year. 4
General tuberculosis was the cause of
death and the heart failure was a de-
velopment of that disease, Dr Twitch-
€ll reports. Lo

Mr Hibbard had not been well for
more than g year. During the early
part of the last year of his adminig-
tratlon he was afilicted with a trouble-
some affection ol the throat which did
not respond to treatnment. It was mani-
fested i a nuskiness and at times he
could barely speak above a whispar.
Last spring and summer the throat
difliculty became more distressing, al-
though™ at the time he was advised
that it was a local allment.

When he made kas campaign for ra-
election as mayor, Mr thgard was un-
able to ue Mls velee and it was Ye-
markeg that the woriies incident to the
canvass were aflecting his health. ‘At
that time he consulted Dr Twitchell.
Suspecting tuberculosis, Dr Twitofiell
submitted sputum to the board of health
for examination, -but the analysis did
not disclose tiaceg of the bacteria. .

Thus reassured, Mr Hibbard was con-
fident that care was all he needed for
a cure of the throat trouble.’ But he
was far from woll when his adminidtra~
tion was brought to a close As soon
as he had perfornmed hls part In_the
ceremony | of {naugurating Mayor Fitz-

erald hé sought rest and a change.

e made two irips to the south "by
sleamer.

When he returned it was obvious that
he had dciived little benetit from th
voyages. The last journey ended wit
hig condition weaker than when he un«
dertook it, and, discouraged, he mede
up his mind to remaln at home. - ’

Named for City Collector,

Just before he reached Boston from
the second trip Mayor Fitzgerald of:
fared to appoint him elty collector and
accordingly his name was sent to th
civil service commission for apprové
While waiting for the decision of"tl

Contilnucd on the Second Page.
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board Mr Hibbard appeared:to.improve,
and he was buoyed by the. expectation
of soon bheing back at city hall in a
congenial position, for as mayor he had
reorganized the city collector’s. office
and had a great intergst in the de-
partment. .

The 30 days permitted the commis:
eion to confirm appointments expired
with no favorable word with respect
to Mr Hibbard. Having been confident
of the approval of the civil service
commission the news that his nomina-
:ll'on had been rejected was a shock to
pTSLY

{1fs misfortunes came upon'him with
overwhelming force. ‘I'wo days after
he realized that the commission would
not confirm him he was told by Ur
‘I'witchell of the positive presence of
the tuberculer bacilli in the specimen:z
which had been examined by a physi-
cian of the board of health.

Two such blows, the one to his pride
and the other to his courage, were
too much even for his sgpirit 'l‘hough
friends endeavored to console him and
Mayor Fitzgerald offered his assistance,
Mr IHibbard declared it to be his sole
intention to rest and seek recovery,
*vhich he though would be a matter
of a short time.

James B. Noye<, whom Mr Hibbard
as mavor had appointed to the board
of transit commissioners, offered to
resign if Mayor Fitzgerald would fill
the vacancy by naming the ex-mayor.
Mr Hibbard, however, did not wish to
accept such a sacrifice by Mr Noyes.

His Devoted Wife.

Mrs Hibbard devoted herself to nurs-
ing her husband, not even consenting
to assistance. It was thought that
treatment at howmne might be efficaclous,
but the progress of the disease could
not be arrested During the past three
weeks hils case has heen hopeless, for
the tuberculosis hecame general,, and
more than two weeks ago his physician
warned Mrs Hibbard that death was
only a qguestion of a_short time.

Friends have called, but Mr Hibbard
was mnot equal to a conversation.
Among the last callers was Mayor Fitz.
geiald, who visited the Hibbard home

yesterday noon.
.~ The funeral services will be held
Wednesday at the Second Unitarian

j church at Milton Lower Mills.

| IN POLITICS AT 24.

Mr Hibbard Began as Member of
Mayor Hart’s Committee—Record
as Postmaster and Mayor.

George Albee Hibbard, who was de-
gscended from the Ilibbards and Albees
who settled in and near St.Johnsbury,
Vt, carly In the 17th century, was born
in Boston, Oct 27, 186¢ (the blithday of
Theodord Roosevelt and John D. Long),
the son of Alenzo D. and Janette (Tur-
ner) Hibbard, Ile was graduated from
the Roxbury high school in 1880.

At the age Ot,%G years he engaged in
the wholesale produce business with his
father, with whom he continued elght
vears, when he became connected with
the firm of Weston XK. Lewis & Co,
dealers in commercial paper and honds.

In 1891, at the solicitation of a house
cngaged in the woolen trade, he estab-
lished the firm of Hibbard & .Mason,
to carry on the business of tajloring,
of which he knew nothing. His firm
Lecame insolvent, and it was declared
by him that the reason was that he
had been induced by the woolen house
to take over the stock of another con-
cern through misrepresentation. He at
ohice set about to establish another firm
under the name Hibbard & Mason,
which he incorporated., This was an
entitely successful venture, Mr Hibbard
heing at first the president-and subse-
quently the treasurer of the company.

As a Campaign Manager.

Although Mr Hibbard's life had been
entirely dovoted to business of con-
stant activity, with nothing of an
eventful or public character in it, he
entered into political life in 1888,
when he was only 24 years old, and
bhecame an ecfilcient member of Thomas
N Hart's campaign committee in his
first and successful candidacy for the
Boston mayoralty.

Two years later, in 1890, he suc-
cessfully managed the campaign which
placed Weston Lewis in the aldermanic
chair. 3

This was the first: of four successgful
campalgns which ; he managed. he
second resulted in the plection of Still-
man S. Blanchard, in 1893, to the
Massachusetts senate from the old
7th Suffolk district, and the third was
in 1894, when he was chairman of the
ropublican city committee and led Ed-
win U, Curtis to victory in tho mayor-
alty election

In 1896, during the famous contest
in the 10th congressional district,
when the republicans were so hope-
lessly divided on the Atwood irsue, it
was largely due to Mr Hibbard's tact-
ful handling of the situation in his
capacity as the manager of Hon Sam-
uel J. Barrow’'s campalgn, that Mr
Barrows was elected.

Mr Hibbard was elected to the house
of representatives from what was then
ward 18, serving in 1894 and 1895

In 1805, when Henry M_Philiips of
Springfield vacated the office of state
treasurer, and the election of his suc-
~cessor devolved upon the legislature,
| Mr Hibbard became a candidate for the
' position. After a lengthy balloting in
the republican caucus, the choice fell
upon Hon Ikdward P. Shaw of New-
, buryport, who secured the nomination
and election with only one vote to
spare ~

Other lionorary posgitions of a politi-
cal character were those of treasurer
of the republican city committee anad
delegate to the national republican
convention at St Louis, which nomi-
nated President McKinley in_ 18986.

In 1899, when Postmaster Henry A.
Thomas was compelled to resign the
charge of the Boston postoffice some
friends of Mr Hibbard interested them-
selves in the effort to secure the posi-
tion for him. There were three avowed
candidates for the office, but Mr Hib-
bard kept aloof and refused to do any-
thing to promote his own interests in
the matter. But the contest among
the others threatened to become acrim-
onjous, and Senator Lodge, for the
i sake of harmony in the party as well
i as because of his appreclation of Mr
| Hibbard's qualities, suggested his
'name to President McKinley. In this
he was joined by Senator Hoar, and
on Dec 13, 1899, the President sent in
his nomination, which was conflrmed
by the senate the next day.

As Postmaster.

Mr Ihbbard assumed the duties of
the office cn Dec 31 and appointed Ed-
ward C. Mansfield as assistant post-
mester. He was reappointad by Presi-
aent Roosevelt on Nov 20, 1903, at the
rcquest of the business' men of Boston

Mr Hibbard recoived his tirst appoint-
ment as a political favor, bhut he made
Bood, and for this reason he received
his second.

As custodian of the federal building
for eight years he made contracts to
the amount of hundrads of thousands
of dollars, every one of which stood tho
scrutiny of the treasury otficlals, =

As postmaster he took the matter of
salary promotions out of the political
field entirely and adopted a merit
classificatlon system of his own, \\'l’xll’t:ﬂ
has been made the subject of national
legislation He won the respect of the
entire staff of employes under him
Fecause of the wisdom of his adminis-
tration the department at Washington
brought about various combinations of
outside offices which woutd iiever have
been sanctioned if he was not a paste
master in whom the national authoj ities
har confidence In the matter of hand-
ling tne business mall in the clt}
Boston he shortened the time of New
York-and western mail. and for a slip-
shod and fndifferent special dell\'cx]')'
service he gave the people g servi 3
w iItJh trained letter carriers, e

e succeeded in obtainin
Roston postottice clerks an iigﬁ&ih;gﬁ
day, induced the department to grant

more than $60,000 & year for salary
creuses by grade, besides gn‘:f:-}ru‘:s-
sums for additional appointments

emergeneies, miscellaneous matter
for postal stations for s 2nd
b%mnls. N the sale of
uring his eight years of s
number of statlons in the p%?;lncle dtf;f
trict of Boston were increased from 27
to more than 40, while 6¢ new substa-
tions were established for ‘the con-
venience of people who desired stamps
and postal money orders, the amount
of transactlons in the latter being more
than doubled and reiaching abhout
$20,000,000 per annum.
He established a new plan for the
registration of mall at residences by
carriers; increased the - collection . of
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" "WHO ALONE WAS HIS NURSE

such mail from two to six times a day
and the conveyance of it from stations
in like proportion.

Elected Mayor.

In the fall of 1907 Mr Hibbard was
nominated as mayor by the 1epublicans.
He at once resigned the otfice ot post-
master in order to assist in the con-
duct of his campaign and his assistant,
1\1111‘ Mansfield, was pronoted to the po-
sition,

At thé city alaction Mr Hilbmad was
elected by a plurality ef 2174, the totu
vote standing. llibbard, 38112; Fiz-
gerald, U5,938; CUoulthurst, 15,776,

Although out ot oflice, however, Mr
Hibbard was not done with the men
who had been lng assoeclates and sub-
ordinates at the posroflic: Fe wus
summoned by iuvitation ot the super-
intendents and clitee foree ot the postel
stations on Jan 8, 1w, thuee days
priot to his  Inauguration, and with
eloguent words fiom D’tes George D
Murray of the association, he was pre-
sented a chest of silver

Again in the evenng, ho was sur-
rounded by some 1400 postofiice clerks
ang catriery at Pabine Ladl and was pre-
sented” a gold walch and chain and
hearty congratulations and expressions
of good will ‘

Although nominated by the republican
party., the pledges .contained in his
platform were of a nonpartisan charac-
ter terze and explicit, and there he
repented after the result wag Knowl,
and_declated that he would “make
good'’ upon cvery one of them, and
would serve hut onc term.

Onc of the issues of the campaign
was the allegation, by the political op-
tporents of Mayor IFitzgerald, that his
administration had been characterized
by waste, extravagance, inefliciency
and woise, amd Mr iibbard had prom-
ised an era of ecunomy. -

1Iis first act in fulfilment
pledge was 'taken on Jan 8,
after his inauguration.

During tne last months of Mayor
Fitzgerald's administiation he had is-
sued orders increasing the salaries of
men in the hridge depaitment to a rate
which added $11,000 annual expense  This
order Mayor Hibbard iescinded, by an
order to ‘‘the heads of all departments,
instructing them to restore the salaries
to the amounts paid vn Oct 1, 1807,

of that
two days

Unnecessary Employes. %

In the meantime the tesignation of
Street: Superintendent James H Doyle
had heen accepted, and that of Whe
Commissioner Patrick J. Kennedy had
been tendered, while the fall of other
heads was anxwously awalted, and the
candidates for their places were multi-
plying rapidly.

By Jan 18, two resignations had been
accepted and 14 officials had been 1e-
moved, their salaries ranging from 33 a
day to $5000 a. vear. .

On Jan 22 the mayor announced that
Jdie had a list of 750 ‘‘unnecessary em-
ployes’ of the various departments, and
the greatest uneasiness ever known at
city hall was the result of his declared
purpose to eliminate them.

“But,” he sald at the time, ‘the pay-
roll is the smallest problem that the
city has-to face The charter is so com-
plex that no legal mind can thoroughly
comprehend and harmonize it. It Is a
new charter we are after. We have,
gone to the legislature for temporary
relief. I don’t seek to take away any-
thing ‘from_any branch of the city gov-
ernment. I desire at the end of two
vears, to hand over to the people a clean
Boston.” .

On Ieb 25, in answer to the petition
of Morrison I, Swift that public sub-
scriptions he asked for_ that i1elief fac-
tories be established, Mr Hibbard re-
plied, declining to gzrant the request.
declaring that the city was doing all

ossible to mitigate the situation caused
by the flnanclal panic, that the numbe:
of applications for relief was decreas-
ing, and that speecial rehef industries
would attract to the city large numbers
of the unemployved from elsewhere in-
stead of beneflting the atizens

The Boston finance commission hav-
ing reported extravagance in the matter
of crushing stone for street work, the
mayor, on Maich 16, ovdered the closing
down of all crushers, instructed the
superintendent of streets to confer with
the law department with a view to the
cancellation of leases, and suggested
the purchase of crushed stone by
contract

On Feb 2% the mayor Instructed the
law department to institute civil and
criminal proceedings against the Mary-
land coal company, because of the
inferior quality of coal delivered.

Cuts in.the Budget.

In the first budget submitted by Mayor
Hibbard Feb 20 to the board of alder.
men for its action a cut was made from
almost every estimate submitted by the
varjous departments, every one of
which had been made a careful study
by him since his election. The total of
these was §14,361,95, which, with the
amount required for interest, sinking
fund requirements and county expenses,
made a total of $20,674,618 He recom-
mended tbat $18,110,7%5 bLe appiopriated.
This was $059,521 less than could lLe
raised by taxation under the law, and
$2,563,783 less than the total amount re-
quested, the.departments having been
cut to $11,817,107.

The total was $287,132 less than ihat
total appropriation bill passed m 1907,
with a.reduction in department appro-
priations of $564,844 fromn the previous
rear. .

The city council passed an appropria-
tion bill tota)ing $18,770,276, of which, In
revising under his veto power, Mayor
Hibbard cut out and rcduced items
amounting to $675,900, leaving the total
budget for the year $15,094,%50b

In*April, 1908, in response to a report
from the finance commission, Mr Hib-
bard directed the law department to
institute criminal and civil proceedings
against certain steel construction com- .
panies, alleged to be in conspiracy in
connection with bids and contracts with ‘
the city, and the parties were brought‘
to trial. | !

A little Jater, in corlsequence of an
investigation made by his order, he|
called the attention of the finance com- |
mission to & course of alleged fraudu-!
lent transactions in connection wihi
schoolliouse contracts.

There were many changes among city |

officials and’ employes during the rst |

in them all-he declared that he had!
been strictly nonpartisan and that no!
one had been employed or discharged -
for political reasons. and averred that
the fact thaf more republicans than!
democrats had been given places was
“merely a coincldence.” :

Mr Hibbard strenuously sought for a !
cansolidation of certain departmentsj‘
with a view.to economy, and as the city

vear of Mr Hibbard's mayoralty, but! -

council did not act as promptly as he!
thought it should he appealed to the
legislature, which declined to pass his
bill, and the city council set to work to
carry out his plans.

In~ April, 1909, Mr Hibbard sent in
his recommendations for appropriatiuns
for the second year of his term the
total asked for by him being $18,097,624
The city counci], however, increased tho
budget by $1,053,053, and passed the bill
appropriating  $19,150,677, from whbich,
vider s veto power, the mayor cut
$5300,111 50, allowing some $300,100 of the
inecrease to stand.

Mr Hibbard was an earnest advo~uate
of a new city charter, and alded the
cominittee of the state legisiature not
a little by his suggestions in the_prep-
cration of the bill, which was adopied
by that body. In this he was especinlly
carnest in lhis opposition to the govern-
ment of the eity by cormnmission ;

Notwithstanding Mr Hibbard’s at- |
temipts at cconomy the salary aceount |
of the mayor's clerical force in 1905
was larger than ever before The fiseal
+car ended, however, with a surrlus on
hand from the total expentitures of
the city, but with a tax rate % ceuts
rer $1000 above what it was in 1907

Incidents of Career as Mayor. §

Among some of tne incidents of Mr!
Hibbard’s lhfe while he was mayor |
were the tollowmg., * :

In an address at the CitXmglub he!
declared thdar at least §1,000,000 in
franchises were given away by the
¢ity 1o public service and other cor-
{mmtiuns, which should be assessed a
ax.

Asked the Boston society of archi-
tects to choose two of i1ts members t»
act as an unpeid commission over
municipal bulld.ng activities.

ecavored the abolition of. primaries
m elections

LIayor ihbbard and Police Com-
missioner O'Meara prevented the prg-
auction of *“Salome” and “The Queen
ot the Mouhin Rlouge” in Boston, and
Wwere commended in letters from
nlx;.my of the prominent people of the
city.

Vetoed two orders voted by the
common councitl for badges

In August, 1909, he was arraigned
by the finance commission for ex-
travagance, and submitted facts and

figules to show he was not re-
sponsible,
Asked for a more drastic law

against spitting in public places

nad ever been passed befoxPa than
. Asked for a 1epeal of the rule allow-
ing firemen one day off in five.

Personally visited the sewer and pav-
ing department yards and found no one
who recognized him, but discovered sev-
eral men who appeared to have no oc-
cupation but talking. .

Stopped the city use of car tickets to
all persons not regular employes of
the otz

Found the stables of the street clean-
ing department ‘‘the worst he ever
saw."”

Unearthed and put a stop to waste
at the Cow pasture pumping station

In 1909 found that there werc 491 men
over L5 years old in the employ of the
city 296 bemng classed as inefficient and
ccsting $200,191 & year in wages. Be-
cause of this he asked the legislature
for a special pension law,

Accepted, iIn March, 1909, the $5,000,000
Parkman bequest for parks,

Mr J¥libhard was promptly at the
mayor's oftice at 9 o'clock every morn-
ing and required all the office force to
do the same.

Defeated for Second Term.

For some time prior to the city elec-
tion of 1010 Mr IIibbaid’s voice had
been troubling him so that he could no
longer speak 1 public In the long
mumecipal campaign waged prior to
that <lection he was unable to make
any public addresses, even in support
of his own candidacy

The fact that he was a candidate for
reelection as mayor, after he had pub-
licly promised he would not again run
for that office, was brought up against
hun by his opponente  His answer to
thiis challenge was that since he had
made that promise conditions had en-
wrely changed politically; that party
designations had been dropped, the
tetm ot othcee ot the mayor extended
and under the new city charter the’
entire form of city government changed.
These facts, he telt, relieved him from
the obligations of that promise, and
as he had asked for the new city char-
ter he held that he was qualified to
carry out 1ts provisions if elected chief
executive of the city. !

At the January election he was de-!
feated by such a wide margin as to
show that he was never really in the
race. The vote stood: John F. Fitzger-
ald 49,172, James J. Storrow 45,737, |
George A. Hibbard 1816, Nathaniel H.
Taylor 613 The recount changed these
hgures but very little

Married Schoolboy Sweetheart.

Mr Hibb;\rd's marriage was the sequel
to a romance which begun in the Nox-
bury high school, where he became ac-
quainted withh Miss M. Adelalde IFord,
who was a pupil at the same time he
was. They were married on his 224
bhithday, Oet 27, 1886, They had four
children, Ileanor, Adelaide I, Janette
and their only son, Bement °

Miss Adelaide Hibbard was married
on April 19 last to Harry Fogarty of
Roxbury, who was employed In the citv
collectol’s office. They made their home
at 35 Beaumont st, Dorcheste:, with the
parents of the bride. The Hibbards had
a summer home at Provincetown.

M Hibbard was not a book man,
although he was fond of the best Eng-
1{sh and American fiction, and kept in-
formed concerning current events and
important movements mn_the world's
progiess He was a rcady and inter-
esting speaker, and was often called
upon to address buslness, social, politi-
cal, religious and other organizations.

His favorite pastune was trout fishing,
generally 1n the vicinity of Sebago lake.

He was a member of the Masonic
order, the Umtarian church and the
Home Market, Trade, republican, Mid-
dlesex, Appalachian and City CWRS'

“HIS HEART WAS BROKEN,”

Mayor Fitzgerald Speaks of “Re-
lentless Work of Enemies” of Mr
Hibbard—*"“Spurned Their Bribes.”
Mayor Fitzgerald said:

“The news of Mayor Hibbard’s death
came as a great surprise to me. While I
knew he was & very sick man, T had no
idea the end was so near. I called at his
house at noon today and spent five min-




